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Jockey Club support HULU Culture to present “Heritage, Art, Design Walk (HAD Walk)” for promotion of our native culture

Central, Sheung Wan have been developing rapidly, thus shaping the street culture and urban life into a cultural blend of old and new. Traditional neighborhood mixing with new shops, restaurants, galleries, continued to induce creativity. Announced in the 2009 Policy Address, Central shall be developed into a historical, cultural, and sustainable community, through a series of revitalization projects. In view of this, The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust is funding HULU Culture to organize the “Heritage, Art, Design Walk (HAD Walk)”. Through exhibition of its history, design and art, the project strives to promote vivid communal features of Central and Sheung Wan. Today (December 20), Mr William Y YIU (Executive Director, Charities of The Hong Kong Jockey Club) is present at the press conference, in conjunction with Mr. T.K. Poon, Ms. Iman FOK and Simon GO (Vice Chairman, Executive Director and Project Director of HULU Culture respectively) and Mr. CHENG Po Hung (Honorary Consultant of the University Museum and Art Gallery, The University of Hong Kong) to share their vision and details of the project.

The Hong Kong Jockey Club’s Executive Director, Charities, William Y Yiu observed that with roots in Hong Kong going back 125 years, the Club paid much attention to the development of local arts and culture, as well as to heritage conservation.  Projects it had supported over the years included arts performances and exhibitions, restorations of historic buildings and the setting up of heritage trails.
“Apart from historic buildings, aspects of intangible heritage such as traditional craftsmanship, rituals and festive events are indispensable components of a city’s legacy,” Mr Yiu noted.  “We believe that HAD Walk will provide a platform for the public to gain a new experience of Central and Sheung Wan by participating in heritage and conservation projects.  It will also nurture young people to understand the unique local culture.” 
Striving to preserve and revitalize local culture and contribute to the creative communities, HULU Culture aims to extend the experience of this project into other communities in future, helping to develop an environment of “creativity in each and every district”. As Mr. K.T. Poon mentioned, “We are very grateful to the Jockey Club for their continuous support in creative industries and their funding for this project. Also we would like to express our sincere gratitude to the Development Bureau for providing the main exhibition venue at the Former Police Married Quarters, the future hub of creativity. Through means of design, art and field studies, the HAD Walk strives provide a platform for communication between local culture and the public, especially young generations, and inherit the traditions and innovative culture of Hong Kong. Breaking through traditional model of artworks and research findings exhibition, the HAD Walk project is cross-disciplinary and multi-layered, showcasing the communal history and culture, encouraging audience to walk into and communicate with the community, and organically blending creative art and design into the district, aiming to enhance development of the local cultural ecology.” For details of the HAD Walk, please stay tune at http://www.huluhk.org/had/ 
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